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The Call for Personal Prayer

James 5:13

Introduction:

The subject of this section 5:13-18 is Prayer,

· Personal – Individual (5:13)

· Pastoral – Intercessory (5:14-15)

· Parish – Institutional (5:16-18)
I. If You are Suffering - Pray – 5:13a

A. Why should You Pray?

1. You are Suffering - κακοπαθίας
Same word as verse 10,

“My brethren, take the prophets, who spoke in the name of the Lord, as an example of suffering and ﻿﻿patience.”
It refers to suffering caused by others. So he is talking to the same people about the same subject.
2. God is Able to Help

Ephesians 3:20
“Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all, [certainly above all] that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us,”
3. God has Told us to Come to Him in Prayer
Luke 11:5-9
“Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and goes to him at midnight and says to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves; for a friend of mine has come to me from a journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; and from inside he answers and says, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been shut and my children and I are in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ “I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence he will get up and give him as much as he needs. So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.”
B. For What Should You Pray?

1. Pray for Deliverance - II Corinthians 1:8-11
“For we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, of ﻿﻿our ﻿﻿trouble which came to us in Asia: that we were burdened beyond measure, above strength, so that we despaired even of life. ﻿Yes, we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should ﻿﻿not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the dead, ﻿who delivered us from so great a death, and ﻿﻿does deliver us; in whom we trust that He will still deliver us, ﻿you also ﻿﻿helping together in prayer for us…

2. Pray for Discernment

3. Pray for Grace to Patiently Endure

Hebrews 4:14-15

“For ﻿﻿we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but ﻿﻿was in all points tempted as we are, ﻿﻿yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”
II Corinthians 12:8-9 mentions that God gave Paul's "thorn in the flesh". Paul was caught up into the third heaven. Saw things that he was not allowed to tell. As a reminder, God gave Paul a “thorn in the flesh”.
“Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me. And He said to me, “﻿My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.”
4. Pray for Christ-likeness

a. Why did God Save you?
· To go to heaven?

· To tell others?

· To have a happy home?

Ephesians 1:4﻿
“He chose us in Him ﻿﻿before the foundation of the world, that we should ﻿﻿be holy and without blame before Him.”
Romans 8:29
“For whom ﻿﻿He foreknew, ﻿﻿He also predestined ﻿﻿to be conformed to the image of His Son.”
Philippians 2:5
“Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,”
b. How Do You Get to be Like Christ

II Corinthians 3:18

“But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.”
We behold on the pages of Scripture the Glory of the Lord. Whatever you look at with favor you will become like. One day we will see Him face to face and be like Him.”

I John 3:2
“Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.”
c. How Long should You Pray?

As long as there is a need, don’t give up.
II. If You are Cheerful - Sing – 5:13b

“Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praises” - Literally: Let him Psalm Psalms.
A. Why are you to Sing?

For the same reason the suffering man is praying: To give expression to God, who either gave or allowed the condition he is in.
B. Where are you to Sing?

C. What are you to Sing?

D. To Whom are you to Sing?

Conclusion:

